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      PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
· Technical Officer in the National Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (Melbourne) - 1977 to 1986. 

Duties included plant identification (2 complete censuses of the Living Collections) & photography, maintaining a database of all the cultivated taxa, pressing & curation of Herbarium specimens, ordering of seed from overseas for propagation and subsequent introduction to the landscape of the gardens, nursery management, answering public enquiries including ex-situ plant identification, diseases and pests, training of apprentices and research into ornamental plant groups (cultivation & history etc). 
Member of the Horticultural Survey Team that visited the Regional Botanic Gardens of Victoria in order to identify all existing plants on site - directly involved with Ballarat, Beechworth, Bendigo, Castlemaine, Colac, Daylesford, Geelong, Hamilton, Kyneton and Malmsbury and also aided with the identification of plant specimens brought back to the Herbarium from other botanic gardens such as Port Fairy, Portland and Warrnambool.
Major contributor to publications that included Street Tree Directory, Maldon: A Study of a Goldmining Town, Lavenders in Cultivation & Viburnums in Cultivation. 

· Director of landscape and garden business “Richmond Hill Garden Designs” (1985 to present).

Starting in Melbourne, my experience includes garden design and maintenance in private properties (many with great history and of substantial size), small business management, staff supervision and overall aspects of Horticulture, Landscape Design and Construction.
Awarded ‘Garden of the Year (Victoria) 1989’ by Your Garden Magazine for the redevelopment of the 2 acre Moran property in Orrong Road, Toorak. 
After moving to the local area of Daylesford and Hepburn Springs (Victoria) in 1995, the experience has continued with professional involvement in several properties (including Lake House below) located throughout the shire.

After initially employed in 1996 to landscape part of the grounds at the Lake House Hotel,  Restaurant & Spa (a member of Luxury Lodges of Australia) in Daylesford, Victoria, I continued working at the Lake House as their Garden Supervisor until mid-2023 - duties include skilled garden maintenance, new landscape works / garden design and the ongoing mentoring and education of staff engaged in studying for their Certificate of Horticulture.

· Director of “Trees In Australia” (2018 to present) – a consultancy business that offers expert advice on plant identification, their cultivation & history with an emphasis on aiding with the conservation of cultivated trees in Australia, particularly rare and endangered taxa 

· Horticultural and Arboricultural consultant for numerous plant surveys & conservation management plans (1990 to present) - see below.

Extensive experience in the identification, assessment of significance and management of trees and other plants in some of Victoria’s most highly significant historic gardens and landscapes. These are (in chronological order) Werribee Park, Werribee (1990), “Rippon Lea”, Elsternwick, Melbourne (1994), several cemetery sites in Central Victoria as part of the National Trust Cemeteries Heritage Study (1996), “Alton”, Mt Macedon (1998), Warrnambool Botanic Gardens, Warrnambool (October 2001 and May 2003 & subsequent garden design work), Portland Botanic Gardens, Portland (October 2002), “Ercildoune”, near Burrumbeet (March to June 2002), Buchan Caves Reserve, Buchan (May 2003), Eynesbury Homestead, Melton South (April 2004), “Duneira”, Mt Macedon (March 2005), Kingston Centre, Heatherton, Melbourne (June 2005), Fletcher Jones Garden, Warrnambool (August 2005), White Hills Botanic Gardens, Bendigo (April 2006), Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens, Daylesford (March & April 2007), Lake Weeroona, Bendigo (May 2007), St Kilda Road Elms, Melbourne (March 2007), St Kilda Botanic Gardens, St Kilda, Melbourne (June 2007), “Fortuna”, Bendigo (September 2007), Canterbury Park (& surrounds), Eaglehawk, Bendigo (March 2008), “Shillinglaw Cottage” Cypresses, Eltham, Melbourne (May 2008), “Ambleside Park Homestead”, Ferntree Gully, Melbourne (July 2008), “Exford Homestead” (& surrounds), Melton South (November 2008), Lansell & Queen Victoria Gardens, Bendigo (February 2010), Maroondah Reservoir Park, Healsville (March 2010), “Karori”, Mt Macedon (January & February 2012), City of Melbourne Elm Survey (in part), Melbourne (March to May 2012), “Yarrabee”, New Gisborne (June 2012), Malmsbury Cemetery, Malmsbury (May to June 2014), Domain Parklands, Melbourne (December 2014 to June 2015), Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (Melbourne) & Old Melbourne Observatory Site, 
South Yarra, Melbourne (October 2015 to March 2016), Camperdown Botanic Gardens,

Camperdown (March to September 2016), Fawkner Memorial Park, Fawkner, Melbourne (August 2016 to May 2017), Eastern Town Hall Gardens, Ballarat (May to June 2018), “Summerhill Complex”, Wollert, Melbourne (July to August 2018) & Avenues of Honour - Victoria (February 2019 to February 2021), Selkirk Residence, Ballarat (April to June 2022) & Officer South Properties (May 2023)
· Extensive travels overseas to visit more than 50 public & private gardens 

       including, in the United Kingdom, the Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh, London 

       (Kew) & Oxford, and, in Northern America, the Botanic Gardens of Huntingdon 

       (Pasadena, California, U.S.A.), Montreal (Quebec, Canada) & New York (New 

       York, U.S.A.). Other UK gardens, parks and estates included Hergest Croft Gardens 
       (Herefordshire), Sir Harold Hillier Gardens (Hampshire), Sheffield Park (East Sussex) and 

       Stourhead (Wiltshire). In complete contrast I have also walked through many subtropical 

       and tropical gardens including several in Hawaii (Foster Botanical Garden, Lyon 

       Arboretum & McBryde Garden (which is part of the National Tropical Botanical 

       Gardens alliance)), Indonesia (Bogor Botanic Gardens), Singapore (Singapore 

       Botanic Gardens) and Sri Lanka (Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya).   

       Meetings with garden staff of some of the above resulted in valuable information exchange 

       regarding record keeping, staff management, plant selections and collections, understanding    

       existing & future climatic extremes and innovative landscaping (both urban & country).

· Regular visits over 25 years to Australian Gardens including Flecker (now Cairns) Botanic Gardens (Cairns, Queensland), Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (Melbourne) and Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney (New South Wales) where I have been photographing and recording thousands of plant species which are in the process of being incorporated into a vast database which includes (checked) botanical name, family, natural distribution, DBH (diameter at breast height), Height x Width and links to (my) photogtaphs.
· Current member of the Australian Garden History Society (AGHS)
· Current member of the Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI)
· Current member of Botanic Gardens Australia and New Zealand Inc. (BGANZ) 
· Current member of the International Dendrology Society (IDS)
· Current member of the National Trust (Victoria)
· Current member of Plant Trust (Garden Plant Conservation Association of Australia)
· Previous member of the Wombat Hill Botanic Gardens (Daylesford) Advisory Committee
· Previous member of the National Trust (Victoria) Gardens Committee 
· Previous member of the Scientific Collections & Sub-Committee of the (then) Ornamental Plant Conservation Association of Australia (OPCAA), now Plant Trust (GPCAA)
· Founding member of The Conifer Society of Australia (1986)
· I currently hold a Victorian Drivers Licence
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